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true and Christian. Now it was with this latter class that I always found myself. I had a native aversion to human authority for the soul; truth seemed to me to be supernatural, and our own perception limited. I could not stand still; I had faith in man and in God, and never felt the slightest alarm lest the light from above should lead into paths of danger. But I soon found that this spirit could not pass without rebuke. The plainest expositions of Christian truth, as it seemed to me, were accused of heresy. Every idea which did not coincide with prevailing opinions, and many which had heretofore always been received by liberal chnrches, were considered hostile to church and state, were spoken of under various appellations which no man understood, and this caused the uninitiated to fear and the good to grieve.
Under these circumstances, my friends, I was unwilling that you should be forced to share in the odium which might attach to the heresies of your minister. I knew that subjects of philosophical inquiry could scarce be made interesting or even intelligible to a popular audience ; that the pulpit was no place for them; and hence, though I have always stated with as much distinctness as I could the results of my investigation that related to religion, you will bear me witness that I have not often brought abstract questions before you; that I have spared you the class of subjects that belong to the student rather than to the practical church, and which have no bear-re-be a respected, useful, and happy man. And this connection, which is foundedon.
